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IN THE MOUNTAINS OF COLORADO

SUMMARY

There vvas a steady decrease in the number of cattle in Colorado
during the years 1922 to 1925 included in this study. There ,vas,
hovvever, an actual increase in th~ shipments of cattle to lllarket as
shovvn by the total reported slaughter at sixty-eight central markets
and the receipts of Colorado cattle at the Denyer stockyards.

Cattle are an important source of inconle in all the Inountain
counties of Colorado except in a few purely mining areas. Some
adjustlnent is taking place in the agriculture of the state due to the
introduction of more cash-crop production.

The nlonntain ranches ,vere grouped into three areas for part of
this study, namely, the North Park area, the San Luis Valley-Gun
nison area and the eastern foothills area. Conditions in these three
are(L~ differ enough to produce variations in the lnethods of handling
cat reo

l~arl'y Jevelopnlent of cattle production in Colorado mountain
areas fo1l0wed closely upon the discovery of mines and the building
of railroads. Ove r-grazing became evident at an early date because
cattle ran free and there '.vi1~ no control of the number.

The creatioT~ of the national forests, starting in the 90 's, was the
first step in securing some control of the range. This control had
developed until by 1922 the forest grazing in Colorado ,vas practically
without exception on a perInanent grazing basis and ,vas iUlproving
rather than deteriorating.

The size of cattle herds on the 32 ranches studied averaged 800
head without calves. The nunlber of cattle varied from 2,618 to
162 head.

The ranch area varied fronl 860 to over 55.000 acres. About
·"vo-thirds of the land ,vas owned. Four Iuen owned all the land
they used (other than the national forest).

Grazing land ,vas valued at frolu $4 to $22 per acre with an
average of $9.65. Grazing land was leased at from 10 to 25 cents
per acre in most instances which was about 2 percent on the esti
mated value per acre and was practically equivalent to the taxes per
acre of ovvned land.

Th~ authors are especIally indebted tfi the cattlemen who extended such hospitality
and frIendly cooperation toward the field representative and who so willinglv gave
him the information pertaining to their ranch organization and practices upon' which
this publication is based.
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